
   State of Illinois   
  ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY       MEMORANDUM 
 

 

 

DATE: March 9, 2021 
 
TO: Todd Bennett, Manager, BOW/DWPC/FOS 
 
FROM: Joseph D. Stitely, P.E., BOW/DWPC/FOS 
 
SUBJECT: City of Centreville 
 February 2, 2021 Complaint Inspection 
 
 

On February 2, 2021, Ingrid Acevedo (BOW/Marion), Gregg Sanders (BOW/Collinsville) 

and I conducted a complaint investigation at the lift station located near the intersection of 

56th Street and Central Avenue in Centreville, Illinois.  The investigation was in response to 

a complaint with video footage received by Headquarters.  The complaint reported that 

sewage was being bypassed from the station to a low-lying field in the area. 

 

Upon arrival to the Centreville area, I contacted La Mar Gentry, Administrator for the City of 

Centreville, via cell phone.   I explained that the Agency recently received a lift station 

bypass complaint.  I asked that Cory Allen, City Maintenance Supervisor, accompany us to 

the lift station, and he agreed.  At the station, we were contact by Cory Allen.  The station is 

a dual pump, submersible type lift station.  The station has a wet well and a valve vault with 

a control panel (see attached aerial site map and street view image).  The station is 

completely enclosed by chain link fence.   

 

We explained to Mr. Allen that that the Agency had received a recent complaint concerning 

bypass pumping to an adjacent field.  He indicated that both the submersible pumps within 

the station were non-functioning.  He indicated that the City is in the process of getting 

them repaired.  He indicated that they currently use their 4-inch diesel driven pump to pump 

from the station’s wet well to a “quick connect” coupler within the station’s valve vault to 

prevent the station from overflowing or backing up into resident’s homes.   

 

I explained that the Agency recently received a video footage of the pump discharging to a 

nearby field.  He explained that due to the recent heavy rains, the station’s valve vault 

became filled with stormwater.  He used the diesel pump to pump stormwater from the 

valve vault to access the “quick connect” coupler, not sewage from the wet well.  Allen 

pumped the stormwater from the vault to a field on the north side of Central Avenue.  He 

explained that after the coupler was accessible, they connected the discharge hose to the 

coupler and dropped the suction side into the wet well to bypass the station.   
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We asked Allen to open both the valve vault access hatch and the wet well access hatch so 

that they could be inspected.  The liquid in the wet well was dark in color, and I noted some 

grease buildup within the station. Observing the valve vault, I noted that here was still clear 

liquid below the coupler in the valve vault.  I inquired if the high-level alarm light for the 

station wet well was functional on the control panel.  He indicated that the light was 

operational and that the local residents would contact him if the alarm light was ever on.   

He also explained that the station is checked every day including weekends to make sure 

that an overflow or a backup does not occur. 

 

In addition, I contacted La Mar Gentry following the investigation and asked that he have 

their consulting engineer send me copies of the plan drawings for the lift station.  Attached 

are copies of the station’s plan drawings. 

 

The station will be inspected in the future, following a significant precipitation event, to 

observe if a sanitary sewer overflow occurs. 

 
 

JDS:Centreville Memo 020221/03-9-21 

 

cc: Sanjay Sofat, BOW 

 Mike Roubitchek, DLC 

 BOW/DWPC/FOS-Collinsville 

 BOW/DWPC/RU  
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